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Summary findings

• More cities are embarking on CE transitions given the importance to reduce material 

and energy footprints and given socio-economic pressures

• The focus mostly on recycling (waste management) and recovery of energy from 

waste (energy production)

• Technocentric viewpoint: win for the economy, the people (job creation), and the 

planet (reducing environmental impacts)

• Yet, limited consideration of the negative, at times unintended consequences, such 

as rebound effects, the quality of jobs, access to services, and long-term viability of 

the CE initiatives



Source: Vanhuyse et al. (2021). Circular cities: an evidence map of research between 2010 and 2020. Discov. Sustain. 2:50. http://doi.org/10.1007/s43621-
021-00059-2. Available at Eviatlasmap. 

The interactive evidence atlas containing a research overview on circular cities (2010-2020)

http://doi.org/10.1007/s43621-021-00059-2
https://www.sei.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/eviatlasmap2021-08-16.html


Our Circular Cities’ 
Framework:
• Aims at clarifying 

connections between 
different components, 
allowing to better 
understand decisions

• Shows gaps in cities’ CE 
approach – and where the 
CE approach could be 
strengthened

• Each component can be 
used stand-alone (for 
inspiration) or as point of 
departure (linking left and 
right)









Recommendations for further research – points of 
attention for practitioners

• Participation – how to include civil society and citizens

• Rights’ question – including shared ownership. Access to “circular” services

• Moving beyond lower R’s – recycling and recovery (waste to energy) to 

remanufacturing; rethinking and refusing

• Financial side – investments required as well as profitability of the circular industry 

to investigate



More info: 
https://www.sei.org/projects-and-

tools/projects/urban-circularity-assessment-
framework/
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