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“Perhaps the most significant lesson 
brought by these last twelve months 

has been that we are no longer 
separate nations, each best served 
by looking after its own needs and 

security. 
We are a single, truly global species, 

whose greatest threats are shared 
and whose security must ultimately 

come from acting together, in the 
interests of us all”

Sir David Attenborough

Just transitions and 
adaptation in a

globally connected world





Source: Adams et al. 2021: Climate change, trade, and global food security
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• 80% of coffee farmers globally are 
smallholders: < 5 hectares 

• Declining yields/loss of income 

• Loss of livelihoods 

• “Abandonment”

The farmer’s perspective



Source: Lager et al. 2021

Framework for a Globally Just Resilience  



• Actively encourage adaptation; 

• Avoid the creation of adaptation 
“losers” or redistributing climate risk; 

• Provide international support for 
vulnerable regions and communities; 

• Support people and communities 
who are negatively affected by 
adaptation measures; 

• Reduce climate risk and distribute the 
burdens of adaptation fairly, ensuring 
that risk is not transferred from the 
private to the public sector; 

• Address existing global inequalities, 
including the distribution of climate 
risk; 

• Ensure that a planning process is 
both inclusive and transparent.

Moving from ambition to 
action: Developing agreed 
principles for the road ahead



Thank you!
Contact: Frida.lager@sei.org
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